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solve another problem. This is only one 
piece of our effort to try to improve 
the maritime industry. While we are 
trying to move H.R. 1726 today, we 
have more work to do. 

And to that end, I look forward to 
working with Chairman HUNTER on 
bringing H.R. 2593 to the floor before 
the August recess, together with the 
full committee chairman, BILL SHU-
STER; and ranking Democrat, PETER 
DEFAZIO. H.R. 2593 deals with the Fed-
eral Maritime Commission Authoriza-
tion Act of 2017. 

This legislation would update and 
strengthen the Shipping Act to address 
the current upheaval in the global 
shipping markets that affect U.S. for-
eign trade. 

The formation of three large ocean 
carrier alliances has raised legitimate 
concerns among U.S. port service pro-
viders, maritime terminal operators, 
and tug operators. By virtue of the 
sheer size and volume of trade that 
these alliances carry, they will have a 
decided advantage in determining ports 
of call, negotiating contracts, and 
shifting costs, all at the expense, pos-
sibly, of our domestic port service pro-
viders. 

I know Chairman HUNTER shares my 
concerns, and neither of us are indif-
ferent. We are going to have to deal 
with this, and that will be our next 
piece of legislation on the floor. The 
chairman is on top of it with his staff, 
and we look forward to that bill, H.R. 
2593, being reported out of the Trans-
portation Committee as it clarifies the 
Federal Maritime Commission’s au-
thority to oversee and aggressively 
deal with competition. 

So what we have today is one of two 
pieces of legislation that we intend to 
move forward dealing with the overall 
well-being of the maritime industry. 

I highly recommend H.R. 1726 to the 
floor. It is noncontroversial and should 
pass. The other piece of legislation will 
be here shortly, and we will take that 
up at that time. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to asso-
ciate myself with the gentleman’s re-
marks and thank him for all of his 
hard work, and especially Dave Jansen 
and John Rayfield, the two Coast 
Guard savants of the staff on the 
Transportation Committee. Those are 
the gentlemen who did this, who really 
understand this code, and who made it 
better for future Congress and future 
staff, so they can actually see what is 
going on with the Coast Guard, and 
maybe the Coast Guard might under-
stand what is going on with the Coast 
Guard a little bit better. 

I would like to reiterate that H.R. 
1726 is a straightforward bill. It reorga-
nizes title 14 and does not make any 
substantive changes. 

Madam Speaker, I urge Members to 
support it, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1726. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 39 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 2547, by the yeas and nays; and 
H.R. 2258, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

VETERANS EXPANDED TRUCKING 
OPPORTUNITIES ACT OF 2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2547) to expand the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical pro-
fessionals who may qualify to perform 
physical examinations on eligible vet-
erans and issue medical certificates re-
quired for operation of a commercial 
motor vehicle, and for other purposes, 
as amended, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
GRAVES) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 409, nays 0, 
not voting 22, as follows: 

[Roll No. 323] 

YEAS—409 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 

Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 

Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 

Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buck 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 

Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes (KS) 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 

Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marino 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
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Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruppersberger 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 

Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 

Tsongas 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—22 

Brooks (AL) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Butterfield 
Cummings 
Gutiérrez 
Labrador 
Long 

Lucas 
Marchant 
Meng 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Pingree 
Richmond 
Rohrabacher 

Ruiz 
Rush 
Scalise 
Turner 
Velázquez 
Walz 

b 1852 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 23, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a scanned copy of a letter 
received from The Honorable Nathan Deal, 
Governor, the State of Georgia, indicating 
that, according to the preliminary results of 
the Special Election held June 20, 2017, the 
Honorable Karen Handel was elected Rep-
resentative to Congress for the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Georgia. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

STATE OF GEORGIA, 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, 

Atlanta, GA, June 21, 2017. 
Hon. KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MS. HAAS: This is to advise you that 
the unofficial results of the Special Election 
held on Tuesday, June 20, 2017, for Represent-
ative in Congress from the Sixth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, show that Karen 

Handel received 134,595 or 51.87% of the total 
number of votes cast for that office. 

It would appear from these unofficial re-
sults that Karen Handel was elected as Rep-
resentative in Congress from the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Georgia. 

To the best of our knowledge and belief at 
this time, there is no contest to this elec-
tion. 

As soon as the official results are certified 
to this office by all counties/precincts in-
volved, an official Certificate of Election 
will be prepared for transmittal as required 
by law. 

Sincerely, 
NATHAN DEAL, 

Governor. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 22, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a scanned copy of a letter 
received from Ms. Marci Andino, Executive 
Director, South Carolina Election Commis-
sion, indicating that, according to the pre-
liminary results of the Special Election held 
June 20, 2017, the Honorable Ralph Norman 
was elected Representative to Congress for 
the Fifth Congressional District of South 
Carolina. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
ELECTION COMMISSION, 
Columbia, SC, June 22, 2017. 

Hon. KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MS. HAAS: This is to advise you that 
the unofficial results of the Special Election 
held on Tuesday, June 20, 2017, for Represent-
ative in Congress from the Fifth Congres-
sional District of South Carolina, show that 
Ralph Norman received 44,906 votes or 51.1% 
of the total number of votes cast for that of-
fice. 

It would appear from these unofficial re-
sults that Ralph Norman was elected as Rep-
resentative in Congress from the Fifth Con-
gressional District of South Carolina. 

To the best of our knowledge and belief at 
this time, there is no contest to this elec-
tion. 

As soon as the official results are certified 
to this office by all counties involved and the 
State Board of Canvassers certifies the offi-
cial results, a certification of the official re-
sults will be prepared and transmitted to the 
S.C. Secretary of State as required by law. 

Sincerely, 
MARCI ANDINO, 
Executive Director. 

f 

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE 
KAREN C. HANDEL, OF GEORGIA, 
AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that the gen-
tlewoman from Georgia, the Honorable 
Karen C. Handel, be permitted to the 
oath of office today. 

Her certificate of election has not ar-
rived, but there is no contest and no 

question has been raised with regard to 
her election. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE 
RALPH NORMAN, OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA, AS A MEMBER OF 
THE HOUSE 
Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the gentleman 
from South Carolina, the Honorable 
Ralph Norman, be permitted to take 
the oath of office today. 

His certificate of election has not ar-
rived, but there is no contest and no 
question has been raised with regard to 
his election. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS-ELECT 
The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-

tives-elect please present themselves in 
the well. 

The Representatives-elect will please 
raise their right hand. 

Mrs. HANDEL of Georgia, and Mr. 
NORMAN of South Carolina appeared at 
the bar of the House and took the oath 
of office, as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that you will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that you take 
this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that 
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to 
enter, so help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 
are now Members of the 115th Congress. 

f 

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE 
KAREN HANDEL TO THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, 

the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise to welcome the newest member of 
the Georgia congressional delegation, 
Representative KAREN HANDEL, serving 
the Sixth Congressional District in our 
beautiful State. 

I want to congratulate KAREN on be-
coming the first Republican woman 
ever elected to the House of Represent-
atives from the State of Georgia. She 
was actually born in the District of Co-
lumbia, and was raised in Upper Marl-
boro, Maryland. So she is returning 
home. 

She was president and CEO of the 
Greater Fulton County Georgia Cham-
ber of Commerce, Deputy Chief of Staff 
to then-Governor and now Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue, chairman of 
the Fulton County Board of Commis-
sioners, and Secretary of State of Geor-
gia. 
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